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Throughout this bio-sketch on Ambrose Dixon, primary and secondary sources have been About these essays

used. In order to facilitate a clear reading of this text, modern punctuation and spelling have
been used in direct quotations throughout the paper. In addition, five appendices will help the
reader in grasping a clear understanding of Ambrose Dixon, his surroundings, and a clue
about his personality and personal success.

Ambrose Dixon, a man of principle and action, was one of the Eastern Shore's premier
individuals. He was known as an active Quaker, a dissident, and a leader among his peers.

After arriving in the colony of Virginia in the early 1600s, Dixon settled in Northampton
County on the lower Eastern Shore of Virginia before moving to Annamessex Hundred in
Maryland during the early 1660s. As both a caring husband and loving father of eight children
and a full participant in the public life of the growing settlements, Ambrose Dixon glowed like
a light, guiding those who followed him into Maryland, a new land of new freedoms.

The Early Years
The first appearance Ambrose Dixon makes in the Northampton County court records dates to September 7th, 1640. The court
record of that date states,

"... there are certain wages due unto Ambrose Dixon and some others, for there service and labor done and performed [on the
pilnnace called the Accomack, which as yet remains unsatisfied. It is thereupon thought fit and so ordered, by this court, that as
well the said Ambrose Dixon, as also the rest, whose wages are remaining behind and unpaid, shall be satisfied and discharged
unto them and either of them by, and out of, the cargo that lately came in the said vessel called the Accomack as aforesaid,
viz."1

From this singular document two important discoveries emerge. First, and most important, Ambrose appears in court, is referred
to by name, and appears to be representing himself, unlike his unpaid co-workers who remain anonymous in this case. Aside
from the fact that Ambrose is shown as an aggressive individual who will not be kept from receiving his due wages, this passage
also provides a valuable clue to attributing an age to the defendant, since all men2 are considered to be of legal age at twenty-
one years old.3 Hence, through careful analysis Ambrose Dixon can be said to have been at least twenty-one by September 7th,
1640. He must have been born at least by 1619. Second, Ambrose is named as being among the workers laboring on a boat
named the Accomack. This provides an additional clue to the work he did, indicating that Ambrose was a laborer who worked on
boats. Further, among the more obvious statements one can make concerning this document is that Ambrose Dixon resided in
Northampton County, Virginia, in 1640. From his first appearance in the court records, Ambrose is revealed to be a strong-
minded individual, a characteristic which followed him throughout the remainder of his life.

The exact date of Ambrose Dixon's arrival in the province of Virginia is yet unknown.4 From observing colonial court documents,

which list neither a wife nor child by 1645, one can assume that he was a bachelor and therefore most likely only a young man,
as noted above. Throughout the early court records leading up to 1645, Ambrose appears only five times. The first appearance
has been previously discussed, but of the remaining four instances, one document stands out and merits specific attention. On
the eighteenth of September, 1643, Ambrose appears once more in the court records. The document reads as follows:
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"Be it known unto all men by these presents that | William Scott of the city of London, mariner, have made constitute, and
authorize my true and loving friend Ambrose Dixon in the county of Northampton, ship carpenter, to be my true and lawful
attorney. For me and in my name, place, and stead all such goods, debts, [and] merchandise as | have belonging to myself or,
lawful attorney, and to make such returns of the same as | shall give. Further order, giving, and by these presents granting unto
my said attorney full power and authority to do and deal as effectively in the promises as | myself might or could effect. Ratifying
and confirming whatsoever my said attorney shall do, or cause to be done, in or concerning the promises, by virtue of these
presents, and the same to stand as firm in law as | myself were there personally present. In witness, whereof | have hereunto set
my hand and seal, this eighteenth of September 1643."5

From this entry several facts emerge. First, within this document Ambrose Dixon is titled a ship carpenter, which further supports
the previously discussed record. In addition, this employment would enable Dixon to have constant interaction with ship owners,
merchants, and other professional people; not to mention the independence he would experience by being self-employed.
Second, he is given the legal right to represent William Scott, a fellow mariner, as his lawful attorney and to carry out the
respective duties otherwise attended to by William Scott when present. This also serves as both an example of his personal
connections among sea-farers and of his friendliness. Third, this record discloses the first sign of Ambrose's upward mobility
among his peers, where he now takes on the additional title of a legal representative. Hence, this new title not only displays his
heightened social status, but also highlights Ambrose as a trusted man - one held in high regard. Although, perhaps the most
interesting discovery held within the words of this small court entry is the reference that William Scott makes concerning his
native home. Here William Scott states that he is not only a mariner, but also a resident of London. In addition, William Scott
refers to Ambrose Dixon as his true and loving friend. Therefore, even though there are no documents existing in the early
colonial records that cite Ambrose Dixon's origins, it becomes more convincing to assert that he was once living in London where
he befriended the ocean-traveling William Scott.

The only other instances where Dixon appears in these early are two court ordered debt payments6 and one instance where
Ambrose Dixon supplies a court testimony.7

First Residence

Ambrose Dixon is listed among fourteen persons claimed as head rights by Richard Baily on the fifteenth of September, 1649, in
Northampton County, Virginia.8 This date would most likely represent only the year by which Richard Baily would have had the
time and money to pay for the fees connected with surveying and patenting land. Therefore, coupled with the 1640 reference of
Ambrose Dixon's wage dispute, previously discussed, one can understand how irrelevant these dates can be. One extremely
relevant piece of information is however obtained through this head right, that being the place where Richard Baily patented his
land - the land near Naswattocks Creek. In addition, Henry Peddington claimed eleven persons, including Mary his wife and his
son Henry junior, as head rights to acquire 550 acres of land in Northampton County on the tenth of July, 1646, at Naswattocks
Creek.9 One question remains: how did Ambrose Dixon come to cross the Atlantic Ocean to Virginia? Two plausible
explanations arise. One possibility incorporates the fact that Ambrose Dixon worked on boats as a ship carpenter. Therefore, one
plausible explanation would entail his journey from England aboard a ship, perhaps one that his friend William Scott sailed on
and, once landing in Northampton County, made a deal with Richard Baily whereby he could claim Ambrose as a head right.
Another optional route would have Ambrose, once landed in Northampton County, needing to have someone pay for his passage
to the colony, hence having to serve as an indentured servant for Richard Baily. This would leave Dixon living on Baily's land for
at least several years. In addition, with no listing of Ambrose Dixon having to pay taxes and after finding no mention of him in any
Tithable Lists10, one could assume that he resided on someone else's land during his early years on the Eastern Shore.11
Therefore, he most likely rented land until 1652.12 Which ever the case may be, it remains most convincing that Ambrose did
reside at Nuswattocks Creek - since that area of Northampton County also housed both Henry senior and Mary Peddington, the
latter being the future wife of Ambrose Dixon.13

Settling Down: The Beginnings of a Family

After settling in Northampton County Ambrose Dixon married Mary Peddington, the widow of Henry Peddington. Henry
Peddington is cited as deceased in his inventory dating to the 4th of July, 1647.14 Mary Peddington makes her last appearance
in the court records, under the name Peddington, when she is granted a commission of administration concerning the estate of
her late husband that same year15. In addition, Ambrose Dixon is referred to as having married the relict and administatrix of
Henry Peddington within two separate court documents referencing the settling of debts, the earliest dating to the 28th of
October 1647 and one in November of 1648.16 Therefore, it would appear that Ambrose and Mary Dixon were married between
the 4th of July and the 28th of October in the year 1647. Mary brought with her into the "new" family her son Henry Peddington
Junior from her previous marriage.

After their marriage in 1647, Ambrose and Mary began a family of their own, which would come to include Mary, Sarah, Thomas,
Ambrose junior, Elizabeth, Grace, Alice, Hanna17, and the orphaned Henry Peddington. In one obscure court document
Ambrose Dixon assumes the responsibility for his wife's son from her previous marriage. The document begins, "Certificate was
this day granted unto Ambrose Dixon for three hundred acres of land providing that the said Ambrose, his executors or assigns,
shall be responsible unto the said Henry Peddington Jr., for one indenture when it shall be requested."18 In addition, below this
entry Mary Dixon is written as one of the six individuals who signed as attesting witnesses, which marks her first appearance as
a wife and no longer as the widow Peddington. While living in Northampton County, the Dixon family grew to include seven
children, six of which were born from this union19. The exact dates of birth for these children are not yet known, but through




examining head right claims, one can be certain that all six were born and raised in the vicinity of Nuswattocks Creek20.

A New Residence: Further Independence

Ambrose Dixon was an enterprising man who sought to expand his property holdings. On the twelfth of October, 1652, both
Ambrose Dixon and Stephen Horsey Junior claimed twelve persons as head rights and acquired 600 acres of land in
Northampton County - among the dozen new arrivals was Mary Dixon.21 Ambrose Dixon obviously did not transport his wife
from overseas; however, since there was no system to verify the validity of each claim the standard practice was simply to
register the head rights in court.

The Rebel

Ambrose Dixon was a family man, but by no means was he a simple and quiet man. Dixon is referred to as a man who's actions
remain "contrary to the known laws of Virginia and the League of Trade with the Indians."22 Despite his service as both a jury
member and as a testator in court, his acts of defiance caused him to be grouped among others, acquiring the label
"delinquent."23 In essence it was Dixon's defiant character and Quaker beliefs that forced him to leave Virginia and seek
religious asylum in Maryland.

In a court document dating to the tenth of May, 1651, an interesting case unfolded, where fifty odd individuals were to be held in
the custody of the Sheriff until they "enter into bond to make their personal appearance at James City."24 Basically, these fifty
people had to post bail in order to be set free prior to their appearance in the James City court. What they had done was cited in
the court document as follows:

"Where as Mr. Edmund Scarburgh, Mr. Thomas Johnson, Mr. Richard Vaughn, Captain John Dalling, John Robinson, Toby
Norton, Richard Baily, Ambrose Dixon, Richard Hill, Jenkins Price, and diverse other inhabitants and free men in the upper part
of the parish in the County of Northampton did in a hostile manor, upon the 28th day of April past, raised a party of men to be
number of fifty persons, with arms and ammunitions and upon the aforementioned day marched among the Indians with a
resolute to take or kill the Queen of Pocomoke, shot at Indians, slashed and cut their bowels, took Indians prisoner, and bound
one of them with a chain, which said account caused the Indians to gather themselves in great numbers to invade the County, to
the great danger of our lives and estates."25

While there are no further entries concerning this case it would appear that the persons involved in the raid on the Indians were
not severely punished. Perhaps due to the previous Indian raids on the Western Shore, particularly the massacre in James City,
the "Governor and committee"26 would have favored the colonists.

Through the years of 1654 to 1655, Ambrose Dixon would appear in court seven times in Northampton County, each time as
either a jury member27, receiving a payment owed to him28, or as receiving a commission of administration29. Following this,
during the years 1655 and 1657, Ambrose Dixon appeared thrice more, without charges being laid against him. He appears once
in connection with a case where he receives payments owed to him30 and once as providing testimony31, but perhaps the
strangest case involved his dog32. The latter document mentions that a dog belonging to Ambrose Dixon followed Thomas Ward
down a road , were Thomas was later discovered by a servant, belonging to Mr. John Tilnage, with two sheep that were bitten by
the same dog and died.33 In a shocking manner, the court found that from that day forth all who traveled with a dog were
responsible for its actions, making the servant rather than the owner responsible.

In the years from 1657 to 1661, Ambrose Dixon appears for a total of six times, where the familiar rebellious Dixon and fellow
Quakers34 are persecuted for their outlawed religious activities. The initial persecution of Eastern Shore Quakers starts during
this time period. The first assault comes under the guise of a dispute over the payment of church dues, mentioning Levin
Denwood, Stephen Horsey, and Ambrose Dixon as being ordered to pay a sum of fifty-three pounds of tobacco each to be given
to Mr. Thomas Teackle, according to an order of Vestry.35 The two subsequent entries in the court records referring to Ambrose
Dixon only mention his name in passing36. Dixon is then named in a document which states,

"Upon the presentment of Ambrose Dixon concerning his meeting and speaking amongst people commonly called Quakers, and
whereas the said Ambrose Dixon acknowledged his said meeting and speaking... it being contrary to the laws of this Country, the
Court taking the premise into their serious consideration have remitted executing the rigor of the law and have left him, the said
Ambrose Dixon, to the mercy of the Honorable Governor and Council and for the present discharged paying Sheriff and Clerk
fees."37

It would therefore seem as if the Court had decided to be lenient towards Dixon, since he appears in the court records as having
paid thee pounds of tobacco to the Sheriff38 without any subsequent mention of this case before the Governor and committee.

The last reference to Ambrose Dixon in the Northampton Court records appears towards the end of 166139 and dates to January
27th 1661/62.40 It remains significant to briefly discuss the document directly preceding Dixon's final appearance. Here there is
an account which lists seventeen men, among them individuals such as Henry White, Robert Hill, and William Coulbourne, who
appear in court and are subsequently ordered to make payments due to Hungers Parish for their delinquent accounts dating
back to 165441. These men were not alone in their delinquency. Directly below the previously discussed entry is one which
reads:

"Whereas several persons of Hungers Parish delinquent in payment of the dues belonging to the Minister of the said Parish and
other parish dues belonging to the Church had action entered at them by the Church Wardens of the said Parish of Hungers and
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Wardens against the estate of the persons underwritten for so much tobacco as they shall justly make appear due to the Minister
and other parish dues belonging to the Church with Court charges where the same shall be found in Northampton County to be
responsible until further order; Ambrose Dixon, Robert Hart, Alexander Draper, William Smith, and Stephen Horsey."43

However these last five men were no longer in Virginia, since Dixon and Stephen Horsey, along with the other three men, had
fled north to Maryland to escape religious persecution.

Oddly enough, Mr. Edmund Scarburgh, a man who had punished the Indians with the help of citizens like Ambrose Dixon, would
ultimately turn his dreams of dominance towards other colonists, ending in a rash attempt to seize control of the lower Eastern
Shore of Maryland. Once named a Colonel44, Scarburgh seemed unstoppable amidst his delusions of grandeur. One clear
example of Colonel Edmund Scarburgh's power driven madness may be seen in the Court held at the house of John Dolby on
the second of March, 1644.45 Within this Court document, it states:

"Whereas it appears complaints have made to the Honorable Governor Sir William Berkley, by George Hack, John Alford, and
Daniel Maclary, that they were about to remove themselves and goods for Maryland, but have been hindered by some of the
Officers at Accomack County...(upon demanding who had stopped them) Daniel Maclary declared that Colonel Edmund
Scarburgh had stopped him..."46

In addition, there was also a continuation of this story in the Court records deriving from a letter addressed to Colonel John
Stringer and Lieutenant Colonel William Kendall, the Commissioners of both the Counties of Northampton and Accomack, written
by William Berkley on the twenty-fifth of January, 1664, and entered into the records on the 7th of March, 1664.47 In summary,
the letter addresses the fact that the Governor of Virginia had personally received complaints that some persons had been given
the advice to move into Maryland, but that they have been hindered by some Officers of Accomack County and that the
Commissioners were to resolve the matter. Further, within this Court document, the Governor states that evidence is to be
gathered concerning this claim, but that "Colonel Scarburgh” is to be given legal notice when the evidence is taken.48 Therefore,
since the Governor names the Colonel as the suspected agent, hindering the passage of settlers to Maryland, Colonel
Scarburgh's power-mad days near their end.

Ambrose Dixon did not end his rebellious days with his move to Maryland; rather, on the contrary, Dixon made an appearance in
the Somerset County Court records. One record, dating to the 13th of May, 1677, states:

"Ambrose Dixon, of this County, and this following writing from the Honorable Governor was read : Whereas Complaint has this
day been made to me that Ambrose Dixon of the County of Somerset, planter, did in or near about the month of February last,
past at the Tobacco house of him the said Dixon upon his plantation alter the mark and dispose of five hogsheads of Tobacco
which was by William Stevens, under Sheriff to Capt. Thomas Walker of the said County, marked with the broad arrow and
intended to be weighed and received of him the said Dixon towards defraying of his public dues &amp; his Lopps rents and that
when the said William Stevens did accordingly go about to weigh the same and to make an exact account thereof both for his
own satisfaction and for the satisfaction of him the said Dixon. That then the said Dixon, in Contempt of the power and authority
to him, the said Stevens, given and in Contempt of the laws of the Honorable Lord proprietor of this province did openly and
violently by force and arms and divers threatening abusive Speeches withstand and oppose the said under-sheriff."49

Therefore, in a pattern that sticks true to his form, Ambrose Dixon continued his defiance of the colonial bureaucracy. He was
never going to let himself be taken advantage of, or let the governing system take what he believed truly belonged to him. Dixon
continued to appear in the Somerset Court records through the years 1670 to 1688, but not always in defense of his rebellious
actions.

The Maryland Migration
The Dixon family moved to Maryland in the later months of 1661, and Ambrose Dixon soon entered into the Maryland Court
records his claim of rights for transporting himself, his wife Mary, his son Ambrose, Thomas, Mary, Sarah, Elizabeth, and Grace,

as well as Daniel Moore, Margarett Franklin, and Cornelius Ware in 1661.50 In addition, Dixon reenters these same rights, soon
after, in a document which reads: "Ambrose Dixon Enters these, his rights, that is to say: himself, Mary Dixon his wife, Thomas
Dixon his son, Mary, Sarah, Elizabeth and Grace Dixon his daughters. Cornelius Ware, Daniel More, Thomas Williams,
Margarett Franklin."51 From this latter document, written in 1663,52 it seems evident that the young Ambrose junior did not
survive the migration to Maryland, perhaps due to illness. In place of Ambrose Dixon junior the later document simply replaces
the deceased child's name with that of Thomas Williams. This name may have been substituted for congruency to maintain the
same number of individuals

claimed as head rights, although Ambrose Dixon most likely transported Thomas Williams within that same year.

The land which Ambrose Dixon first surveyed and patented, in the province of Maryland, was located in Annamessex Hundred53
next to that of his friend Mr. Stephen Horsey.54 Within the Certificate of Survey55 and the Land Patent56 records, the exact
location of Ambrose Dixon's five hundred and fifty acres is laid out in meets and bounds57. This migration to Maryland was not
the only thing to change for Ambrose; since he not only brought his family to Maryland, but also experienced a degree of social
mobility. Included within the text of his Land Patent Ambrose Dixon is, for the first time, identified as a "planter."58 This change in
title signifies not only his change in occupation, but also a change in social station, where Ambrose has once again displayed his
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patented was named "Dixon's Choice"59 and would remain occupied by his descendants for hundreds of years.60

Dixon would come to acquire another parcel of land in Annamessex, called Dixon's Lott.61 This plot of land, totaling three
hundred acres, was situated on the west side of the Morumsco Creek and by the early years of the 1700s was occupied by
George and William Wilson who had purchased it.62

For further information on the neighbors of the Dixon family, one needs only to peruse the Rent rolls for Annamessex
Hundred63, which offer the reader a greater insight into the families surrounding his home on the South side of the Annamessex
River. The families listed include the names: Horsey, Coleburn, Johnson, Waters, Beauchamp, Hall, Boston, Price, Williams,
Roach, Mattux, Rhodes, Furnace, Stevens, and Armstrong. New acquaintances would assist Dixon in Maryland, in addition to
the families who had existing ties to the Dixon household, specifically those who chose to flee Virginia for a more prosperous
future in Maryland, such as the aforementioned Stephen Horsey.

The Legacy

Despite the sad loss both Ambrose Dixon and his family suffered with the premature deaths of two of his children, Ambrose
junior and Hanna, his eagerness to succeed and persevere continued to shine through his own financial, social and public
success and through his numerous offspring. During his life, Ambrose Dixon amassed a fortune that placed him among the
wealthiest of the early Eastern Shore inhabitants.64

The exact date of Ambrose Dixon's death is unknown. His will was probated on the 10th of August, 1686, when his wife Mary
took the oath as Executrix.65 Since Dixon's will was written on the 7th of April, 1686, while he was ill yet still able to think clearly,
it becomes evident that he passed away between the 7th of April, 1686, and the 10th of August, 1688.66

Ambrose Dixon's Will is rather lengthy and within its pages unfolds not only his demeanor, but also his strongly-founded
principles. First, his kindness is seen through his division of his personal property among his son, adopted son, son-in-laws,
daughters, friends, and neighbors.67 Perhaps the most interesting information is where Dixon states that, "one acre of land
where the meeting house now is, running up to the divisional line on the Southermost side of a branch arbited between William
Planner and myself, to have and to hold the said one acre of land and meeting house, Thomas Everdon of this County and
George Johnson of Accomack... and all the rest of friends whatsoever and forever."68

Therefore, with the reference of "friends" and of a meetinghouse, one can conclude that Ambrose was in fact a Quaker, but also
the leader among his friends, since he supplied both a cemetery69 and a meetinghouse. Second, his strict belief in principles
can be seen through two entries found within his will. Dixon includes in his will, under an entry concerning his grandchild Thomas
Potter, that it is his "desire that the said Thomas Potter be sent to School to learn reading, writing, and Arithmetic."70 Ambrose
valued education in principle; however he remained illiterate, along with his wife Mary, having never signed their names to a
single court record.71 Yet another account of his strongly-founded principles can be seen in the closing comment found within
his Will which states that should any of his children, son, or son in-laws "trouble or molest illegally [his] beloved wife [his]
Executrix, Mary Dixon, in or about concerning this [his] Last Will and Testament, that then their and each of their shares... be
void and of no effect and to be divided equally among the rest of [his] said sons that cause no disturbance..."72

Ambrose Dixon was also a man of distinction. In the Somerset Court records dating from 1670 to 1671, Ambrose achieves two
recognitions. Firstly, he is named, among four others, to serve in a General Assembly as Deputy and Delegate for Somerset
County.73 Secondly, on the second Tuesday of November, 1671, Ambrose was ordered to attend an assembly as Overseer of
the High Ways.74 Throughout the following years, Ambrose appears in the records nearly a dozen times, as a plaintiff75, a
witness76, having the court judge the age of his servant77, and finally as deceased.78 Throughout his years in Somerset,

Ambrose was well-viewed by the society and carved a place for not only himself, but his family as well.

The next Generations

Through examining Somerset County's unique Liber IKL, which, due to Provincial order, required each County Court to enter into
record the vital statistics of its inhabitants, the birth, death, baptism, and marriage information on almost all residents of Somerset
County during the years 1649 through to 1720 can be quickly acquired. Therefore, valuable information on the children of
Ambrose Dixon, in addition to his grandchildren, may be found.79

Beginning with Ambrose and Mary Dixon's daughters, Mary Dixon married Thomas Cottingham80. The matrimonial ceremony,
which took place in Somerset, was conducted by Mr. Henry Boston the Justice of the Peace on the 8th of July, 1666. The
Cottinghams had six children: Mary, born at Annamessex on the 30th of August, 1668; Thomas, born at Annamessex on the
13th of July, 1670; Sarah, born the 31st of August, 1673; Charles, born on the 1st of August, 1676; John, born on the 15th of
September, 1678; and Esther, born about twelve noon on the 25th of April, 1681.

Sarah Dixon married Edmund Beauchamp81. Their marriage took place in Annamessex on the 11th of June, 1668, and was
legalized by Mr. Stephen Horsey, who was the Chief Judge of the court.82 It is interesting that Sarah Dixon, the daughter of a
Quaker, was baptized on the 20th of April, 1671. The Beauchamps parented five children: Thomas, born in Annamessex at two
hours before day break, the 26th of December, 1670 - was also baptized when his mother Sarah was; Alice, born in
Annamessex on the 13th of May, 1674, was baptized on the 17th of May, 1674; Edmund, born in Annamessex on the 24th of
January, 1676, was baptized on the fifth of July, 1677; John was born in Annamessex on the 1st of April, 1679; and Dogett was
horn one hotir hefore davliaht breakina on the 15th of JJulv. 1681
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Elizabeth Dixon, the third daughter of Ambrose and Mary Dixon, married Robert Dukes83. Their marriage was performed by
George Johnson (an avid Quaker supporter) as Justice of the Peace, in Somerset County, during the month of April, 1677.
Elizabeth Dukes died on the last day of February, 1687, and was buried at the meetinghouse in Annamessex, but not before she
produced five children: Elizabeth who was born at Marumsco on the 7th of February, 1674; Mary, born at Annamessex on the
11th of July, 1677; Robert born on the 12th of November, 1679; John born on the 13th of June, 1684; and Sarah born at two in
the morning on the 5th of August, 1687.

Grace Dixon married John Richards.84 Since no further information is found concerning their children in Maryland, Grace most
likely moved back to Virginia with her husband, but may have traveled north as well.

Alice Dixon married Henry Potter85. Alice was the first child born to Ambrose and Mary Dixon following their move to Maryland;
she was born at Annamessex on the 14th of February, 1663. Alice and Henry Potter had only three children: Thomas, born at
Annamessex on the 14th of December, 1679; Sarah, born on the 15th of May, 1687; and Hannah who was born the 13th of
June, 1689.

Hanna Dixon was the second and last child born to Ambrose and Mary Dixon after their migration to Maryland; she was born at
Annamessex on the 9th of September, 1666, but died soon after in October, 1667.

Ambrose and Mary Dixon had only two sons. The eldest son Thomas Dixon married Christiana Potter. They were married by
Captain William Colebourne, the Justice for the County, on the 12th of August, 1672. They had five offspring: Ambrose, born at
Annamessex on the 13th of November, 1673 and was baptized on the 17th of May, 1674; Thomas, born at Annamessex on the
25th of April, 1677; Mary, born at about four o'clock in the fore noon, died at Annamessex on the 1st of March, 1687; Adria was
born at Annamessex on the 25th of November, 1685; and William who was born at Annamessex on the 17th of August, 1686.

Ambrose Dixon junior, the youngest son of Ambrose and Mary Dixon, is not listed in the Liber IKL, although one can assume he
passed away between May of 1662 and 166386.

Therefore, after a closer examination of the first and second generations, it becomes clear to see that Ambrose Dixon left his
mark on the Eastern Shore. With eight children and twenty-for known grandchildren, his legacy lived on.

The Daughters of Ambrose and Mary Dixon
(Listed to the left of their respective spouse followed by their children)

Mary = Thomas Cottingham Sarah = Edmund Beauchamp Elizabeth = Robert Dukes
1) Mary 1) Thomas 1) Elizabeth
2) Thomas 2) Alice 2) Mary
3) Sarah 3) Edmund 3) Robert
4) Charles 4) John 4) John
5) John 5) Dogett 5) Sarah
6) Esther
Grace = john Richards Alice = Henry Potter Hanna
children unknown 1) Thomas died in infancy
2) Sarah
3) Hannah

The Sons of Ambrose and Mary Dixon
(Listed to the left of their respective spouse followed by their children)

Ambrose
died in infancy

Thomas = Christiana Potter
1) Ambrose

2)
3)
4)
5)

Thomas
Mary
Adria
William

On Wealth and Family

After the death of Ambrose Dixon, his goods and chattels were evaluated and appraised as was the norm in colonial times.
Appraised by both Captain William Colebourne and Mr. John West and entered into the record the 10th of August, 1688, the total
value of Ambrose Dixon's wealth was tabulated to the sum of three hundred and twenty-six pounds and six shillings
(£326.06.00).87 This amount marks Ambrose as one of the wealthiest men on the Eastern Shore in the late 17th Century. It
remains important to note that Ambrose Dixon's land holdings are not included in the appraisal of his goods and chattels, but one
can see the wealth and affluence of this prominent Quaker through examining the items listed within his Inventory. Perhaps one
of the more striking aspects of Dixon's Inventory is that it provides a room-by-room listing and indicates a total value of the items
found within each named room: first the Hall. which contained a bed and furniture. chairs. cloth. and chests: second the closet




adjoining the Hall, which contained a coat, a chest, eight bottles, and other items like yarn; then in another closet, there were
items such as nails, a pewter dish, and five small bottles; the Kitchen contained only an old chest, table, one bread tray, a sifter,
and a pillion; his Milk House housed items such as a little basin, a few pewter dishes, and five harrow axes; Within his porch
chamber were napkins, towels, and items such as a feather bed and furniture; which in total arrived at fifty-seven pounds and
one shilling (£57.01.00).88 Ambrose Dixon' s Inventory continued with the contents of his Wainscot Chamber housing one old
feather bed and furniture; through the adjacent Chamber, with three pewter dishes and other trifling things; then on through the
Negroes Quarters, which listed not only iron pots, kettles, and one brass mortar and pestle, but also other items and people -
namely Watt, a negro man and two negro women with three and five children respectively; then ending with a room without
doors, which housed one mare, one colt, three yearlings (one two years old), six cows, some calves, draught oxen, sheep, hogs,
and twenty-eight young cattle, not to mention a cart with wheels; which total arrived at three hundred and nine pounds and two
shillings (£309.02.00).89 Then after subtracting due fees of seventeen pounds and one shilling (£17.01.00), Ambrose Dixon's
goods and chattel come to total three hundred and twenty-six pounds and six shillings (£326.06.00).

Therefore, after residing for approximately forty-six years90 on the Eastern Shore, Ambrose Dixon succeeded in climbing the
social ladder and in raising a large family, a legacy that lives on through his only surviving son Thomas Dixon and his daughters.

The Dixon Name Lives On

The only surviving son of Ambrose and Mary Dixon was Thomas Dixon. Thomas was survived by three sons91 and acquired the
title of Captain Thomas Dixon Attorney.92 In addition, Thomas Dixon is cited as among those, who on the 28th of November,
1689, signed a list that referenced all of the inhabitants of Somerset County who swore an oath of fidelity as loyal subjects to the
crown of England.93 The fact that Thomas signed this oath of fidelity leaves one certain that he did not follow his father's Quaker
beliefs, since Quakers followed a strict code - one that would not allow them to swear an oath for any reason. The Quakers were
thus differentiated them from their Protestant peers and further segregated in terms of their lack of involvement in any court
proceedings requiring the swearing of an oath. Therefore, in an effort to achieve a higher social station, Thomas may have
chosen to deviate from his father's Quaker beliefs in order to fully participate in the Eastern Shore's political arena. Thomas
Dixon's life, however, was not without incident, as seen through an example found in the early Court records of Somerset
County, where he is mentioned in one entry as the owner of a servant named Mary Berly, who unlawfully gave birth to a bastard
child, yet it remains uncertain as to who the father was.94 Although, Thomas Dixon was otherwise not in the spotlight of
scandalous events and in contrast seems somewhat less confrontational than his father and appeared as a member of the
jury95, served as a witness96, and is listed as present when he had the court age one servant.97 The Dixon line lived on through
Thomas and his children - adding numerous pages to the history on the Eastern Shore of Maryland.
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and Culture, Salisbury University, Salisbury, Maryland. Here it must be noted that the original ">~—({T“""~ —
document, viewed on microfilm, was misarranged with folio eleven placed prior to folio ten. \
As one can imagine, this example of the difficulty experienced when working with primary -
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4 Ambrose is believed to be from London England, but any documents pertaining to this would be found only within scattered
church records in England - providing they have survived.
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the 2nd of March 1646 in Nuswattocks, Northampton County, Virginia.



http://nabbhistory.salisbury.edu/settlers/info/images.html

9 Nugent, Nell Marion. Cavaliers and Pioneers, page 171.
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counted beneath someone else's name. This would support the theory of Ambrose having rented from someone, perhaps
Richard Baily.

11 The first time that Ambrose Dixon pays taxes appears in the Northampton County Court Records for 1657 - 64, see Ambrose
Dixon, Order, 1657 - 1664, Northampton County Courthouse, Northampton, Virginia. Microfilm Reel# 46, folio 103. Edward H.
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88.

16 Marshall, James Handley. Abstracts of the Wills and Administrations of Northampton County, Virginia: 1632 - 1802, Maine:
Rockport, Picton Press, 1994, page 307 and 224-5, respectively.
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